Rationale.
Zoysiagrass is a warm-season turfgrass suitable for use in home lawns and golf course fairways within the transition zone. Currently, the cultivar of choice for these purposes is Zoysia japonica and 'Emerald' to identify those hybrids that demonstrated qualities superior to those of 'Meyer' under southern Kansas environmental conditions.
Objective.
Evaluate experimental zoysiagrass hybrids for their performance in Wichita, Kansas. 
collected information on spring greenup, quality, genetic color, leaf texture, fall color retention, and percent cover. Spring greenup, quality, genetic color, leaf texture, and fall color retention were rated visually on a scale 1 to 9 (1 = poorest, 6 = acceptable, and 9 = optimum measure). Percent cover was rated visually on a scale of 0% to 100%.
Results. Data collection began at the end of the 2009 growing season with a review of percent cover as a measure of cultivar establishment. 'Chisholm,' 2 KSUZ 0803, KSUZ 0804, and KSUZ 0807 were the best established (Table 1) . Starting at the end of April 2010, and then every spring through 2014, plots were rated for greenup, with KSUZ 0802 2 and KSUZ 0806 rated as earliest. During the course of the growing season, generally May through September, the turf quality was rated monthly, with ratings influenced by degree of cover, weed infestation, and disease resistance, as well as turf color, texture, and density. The overall best performers in the study were KSUZ 0802, 2 'Chisholm,' 2 KSUZ 0805, KSUZ 0806, and KSUZ 0804. Every full year of the study, ratings for turf genetic color and texture showed that KSUZ 0805, 2 KSUZ 0803, and KSUZ 0806 were the darkest green and KSUZ 0802, 2 KSUZ 0804, 2 KSUZ 0807, 2 and KSUZ 0806 2 had the finest texture. The zoysia plots usually started to lose color and go dormant near the beginning of October. Color retention ratings in middle to late October showed that KSUZ 0803, 2 'Chisolm,' and KSUZ 0807 stayed green the longest. Based on these evaluations and results from locations in other areas of the transition zone, release of KSUZ 0802 is in progress, and it should be available as a commercial cultivar in the near future. 
